
The Station Hotel 
 
The story of the ‘Station Inn’ starts with a connundrum; when was it opened?
Thomas Acaster, writing in the 
following information: 
 
Gilbert Jackson, whose mother ‘Peggy’ Jackson kept the 
house now abolished, which stood, on the site of the old Midland Station and where the 
Post Office now is. The ‘Duke of York’ was pulled down, I 
Queen's coronation, and the licence was transferred to the ‘Station Inn’.

Queen Victoria's Coronation took place in June 1837, but the pub was not listed in the 
1838 Directory.  The Sheffield to Rotherham Railway opened in 1838 
Station in 1842. 
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The Branch of the Chartist movement in Rotherham met in the 
was led by James Allen, a fitter at 
Inn beerhouse.                                                                 
                                                                                            

During the period of Chartist Activity a plot was made for 
in 1840. and for some time men collected “
pikes, hand grenades, and bayonets.”
in Rotherham. A man named James Allen, the keeper of the Station Inn beerhouse in 
Westgate, allowed to be held there. He told John Bland, 
the meetings, and Bland persuaded
report on the plans made to Lord Howard (later Earl of Effingham) and himself, Allen 
came back from one meeting in (great agitation to say that the rising was to 
almost immediately.  The plot  failed and James Allen was kept under guard for several 
days to secure his safety.  He later left the town never to have any contact 
again and his subsequent l i fe is unknown.

                                                                                  

 
The most likely date for the opening 
 
The Landlords 

Licensees: 
1841 to1852 James Allen;
Colley; 1863 to 1868 
Wynn; 1871 Robert Cutt Toplis; 1881 Edward Taylor; 1891 Barker 
Hunter; 1901 Joseph Firth.
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The Branch of the Chartist movement in Rotherham met in the Station Inn in 1839 and 
was led by James Allen, a fitter at Yates Haywood. He was also the keeper of the Station 

beerhouse.                                                                  
                                                                                            The Ivanhoe Review January 1899 

of Chartist Activity a plot was made for a Sheffield and Rotherham rising 
men collected “guns, cartridges, daggers, fire balls, bombs. 

s, hand grenades, and bayonets.” The plotters met at various places in Sheffield and 
James Allen, the keeper of the Station Inn beerhouse in 
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persuaded Allen to go to meetings of the plotters at Sheffield, and 
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                                                                                                                Crowder and Green 1971 

The most likely date for the opening then, would seem to be late 1838, or early 1839.
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James Allen was a Scotsman, born in 1808.  According to the Census returns, he didn’t 
marry.  He was at the Station Inn in 1841 but does not appear on subsequent Census 
Returns. 

Another ‘Station Inn’ landlord, Francis Colley, was staying at the Wellington Inn in 1841.  
He was a currier.  His first wife was called Eliza.  They had a son, Frances, in 1841.  His 
second wife was Ann; they had three daughters: Lucy 1857; Sarah 1859; Ellen 1863.  In 1872 
Anne was at the Ship Hotel.  She retired to live in Doncaster with Lucy and Ellen.  In 1901 
she was living on Cemetery Road, Doncaster with Ellen. 

Charles Edward Wynn and his wife, Hannah, were both born in Sheffield.  After trying their 
hand at running a public house, they moved back to Sheffield and Charles became a comb 
manufacturer, employing 40 people. 

Edward Taylor was born in Sheffield in 1837.  He married a young widow, Elizabeth 
Farnsworth and adopted her son Joseph.  Edward was a scissor grinder in Ecclesall before 
moving to Rotherham.  His stepson became a silver stamper, living on Effingham Street in 
1901. 

Barker Hunter was born in Intake in 1853.  Barker was the son of a farmer and butcher in 
Handsworth.  In 1881 and 1901 he was a silver engraver in Sheffield. 

Joseph Firth was born in Peterborough in 1863 but was brought up in Masbrough where his 
father was a tanner and later an engine fitter.  Joseph was landlord at the ‘Turf Tavern’ in 
1891. 

Rotherham Advertiser  25th April 1868 
Offered for sale by auction, late in the occupation of Mr George Barnby . There was 
spirited competition, and the bidding commenced at £1,500 and was increased to £2,650 
by Mr Robert Marsh.  Ultimately the property was sold for £2,700 without the fixtures, 
on behalf of Messrs Truswell and Company, brewers. 



  
In 1872 the name was changed from the Station Inn to the Station Hotel. 
 
On the 2nd May 1934 the proposed rebuilding of the House by the Tadcaster Tower Brewery 
Co Ltd  was approved by Rotherham County Borough Council (6937). 
 
11th August 1934 
 
Whilst it cannot be stated that the old Station Hotel in Westgate is one of the oldest hostelries 
in Rotherham it can be claimed that the hotel has Associations with the old  ‘coaching –days’ 
as there was originally extensive stabling accommodation at the back of the hotel, and the 
kitchen walls were lined with saddle pins.  In addition, documentary evidence came into the 
possession of the present licensee a few years ago, when among the attic lumber he found 
printed handbills advertising the hotel which bore the dates of more than a century ago, 
though there was no railway in Rotherham up to ninety-six years ago, the house would 
probably then have another name. 
 
As its' name and age imply, however, the Station Hotel had direct association with the old 
Rotherham to Sheffield Railway, and it is more than probable that it served the purpose of 
providing liquid refreshment for those early travellers.  The building of the Rotherham to 
Sheffield line from 1834 to its opening date four years later. 
 

 
 
It would seem to mark the Station Hotel —as the Station Hotel—about a century old.  But it 
was a very different Westgate a century ago from that of today.  The late Mr George 
Gummer, J.P., refers to it in his valuable ‘Reminiscences’ where he states: 
In those days (1865) Westgate was a good residential district, the gardens of many of the 
houses running to the river bank. At the bottom of Water Lane pleasure boats were let out on 
hire by Geo. Thompson, and were well patronised, the water being clear and enjoyable, 
either for boating or bathing.” 
 
The residences on the East side of Westgate were occupied by the well-to-do, and many of the 
professional men of old Rotherham would doubtless take their refreshment at the first Station 
Hotel. 
 
From the Rotherham Advertiser, March 9th 1946: 



Alterations to the Station Hotel, Westgate, Rotherham, to provide for a downstairs snackbar 
and an upstairs restaurant, were approved at the adjourned Brewster Sessions at Rotherham 
on Thursday, the magistrates making it a condition that drink should be served only with 
meals. It was pointed out that brew
developments and that at present they were “getting nothing but tax collectors."

 
The Millenium 1996 
Since Rotherham's amazing new theme pub, the Millennium opened in 
the town's top venue bar - not just another pub on the circuit.
Designed to be way ahead of its time to cele
Millennium has been very cleverly designed and decorated and has certainly attra
great deal of admiration and attention since it opened its doors for the first time in the 
summer. 
 
The pub is run by proprietor Tim Naylor the
assisted by his wife, Gill.  The Millennium, which serves 
as well as a full range of shorts, mixers, alcopops and soft drinks, opens from 7pm until 11 
pm every Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
something special every night to keep i
 
Monday is 'Music and Madness Night' when resident DJ Nick Daley holds his 'Crazy Lazer, 
Karaoke and Disco Show’.   John Smiths bitter
are from 99p and the pubs 'alcopop 
is live entertainment time at the Millennium. Nick also runs a disco. And every Thursday 
different drinks are promoted.
There is 'Happy Hour' from 7.30pm until 8.30pm both nights. And this weekend the 
Millennium is introducing its very own Privilege Card. 
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Advertising feature' 
OPEN: Thurs, Fri, Sat, Mon 

7pm till late  
TOP DJ's EVERY 
NIGHT 
SPECIAL OFFERS EVERY WEEK 

MILLENNIUM  BAR  
WESTGATE, ROTHERHAM PHONE (01709) 512037 

NOW OPEN 
Rotherham's  Newest Theme Pub 
 
Jake's Bar, Rotherham's newest pub, opened last Thursday and the owners and staff aim to 
make the town buzz with what they claim will be the biggest and best pub around. 
The bar was taken on in June as a run-down empty building and has been transformed into 
an attractive place to eat or drink. 
 
Expansion plans are already underway to build a cocktail and wine bar.  Co-owner Dino 
Maccio and manager Chris Windle, say that Jake's Bar is the ideal place to celebrate a 
special occasion and as well as catering for hen parties and birthday parties, Jake's will also 
be holding its own feature nights, such as Hawaiian and French nights.  Staff are inviting 
customers to think of a name for the new function room and the winning suggestion will mean 
the lucky customer will receive £20, a Jake's Bar T-shirt and a bottle of bubbly. 
 
A range of bar meals is available, along with a varied menu of international cuisine, which 
includes a £2.95 lunch-time special.  Apart from the wide selection of beers and lagers on 
sale, a number of different coffees are also available, including cappucino and Espresso. 
 
 



 

 
2009 


